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objections to the same Meditations that others had made/ I could
not do otherwise than put it along with them here. No* also
could I doubt that I am the person whom he here addresses,
though really I do not remember of ever having asked him what
he thought of my method of investigating the truth. On the
contrary, having a year and a half ago seen a certain Attack of
his upon me, wherein I judged there was no attempt to discover
the truth, while things which I had neither written nor thought were
fathered upon me, I made no concealment of the fact that in
future I should regard anything that came from him alone as
unworthy of a reply. But because this writer is a member of a
Society1 famous on account of its learning and piety, and all who
belong to it are in such close union with one another that it is
unusual for one member to do anything of which all the others
do not approve, I admit that I not only demanded but urgently
insisted, that some members of that Society should examine my
writings and should think fit to point out to me whatever in them
was alien to the truth. I appended many reasons on account of
which I hoped that they would not refuse me this request. I said
that, hoping for this, c I should value very highly anything written
in future either by this author or by any other member of the
same Society, concerning my opinions. I likewise should not doubt
that, whatsoever was the name of the man credited with its
composition, this work would come from the hands not of that
one man alone, but of several of the most learned and most
sagacious members of the Society, and that consequently it would
contain no cavilling, no sophistry, no abuse, and no empty verbiage,
but only the strongest and most irrefutable reasoning. I doubted
not that no argument which could legitimately be brought against me
would be omitted; so that thus their efforts alone would, I trusted,
free me from all my errors, and if anything I had published was
not refuted in their reply, I should believe that it was incapable of
being refuted by anyone, but was wholly true and certain/ There-
fore I should hold the above opinions about the present disserta-
tion, and should believe that it was written by order of the whole
Society, if I was sure that it contained no cavilling, no sophistry,,
no abuse, and no empty verbiage. But if the opposite is the case,
I certainly believe it to be a crime to attribute it to men of such
sanctity. And since I do not trust my own judgment in this
matter I shall state my opinion here with frankness and candour*

1 The Jesuits.